
December
            

Science:
This month, we will begin learning about sound 
and light.  Our investigations will be based on 
studying volume, pitch  and other sound 
systems.  

Social Studies:
We will continue to compare life in the past and 
in the present. We encourage you to share with 
your children your own life experiences when 
you were a child to foster discussions about 
how things have changed over time. We will 
also discuss the difference between needs and 
wants.  

Health:
During the month of December, we celebrate 
our differences by learning about holidays 
around the world. 

We would like to wish you and 
your family a wonderful holiday 

season! 

Language Arts

Phonics/Sight Words:
As your child  continues to learn about short 
vowel sounds and sight words, we encourage 
you to identify word families and sight words 
within the books your child reads. Identifying 
these words in print will increase their fluency 
while reading. We will be reviewing the the 
short e vowel sound this month.  Our focus will 
also be on blends found at both the beginning 
and end of words.  Attached you will find a 
story about the four “H Brothers” which your 
child will be learning about this month. 

Reading Workshop:
We are wrapping up our lessons on how to be 
a word detective.  Students were taught how 
to use “snap” words (also known as sight 
words) to help decode larger, unfamiliar 
words. Attached you will find a chart of vowel 
sounds to help your child at home. As they 
read, encourage them to try different sounds 
to solve tricky words. Readers are 
encouraged to ask themselves the three 
important questions  below to check their 
word-solving work. We are excited to begin 
our new unit on non-fiction texts. 

Writing Workshop:
We are finishing up our lessons on How-To.  Our 
How-To’s are written showing that we are 
experts on topics and can explain it using our 
sequence words and steps.  The next topic your 
child will be introduced to is informative writing. 
He or she will select non-fiction topics to write 
about. We encourage you to read non-fiction 
books at home   to help spark ideas for writing. 
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Math
This month, our students will continue working on 
addition strategies.  Below are some examples of 

first grade strategies to add three numbers. In 
addition, attached you will find fun ways to 

practice math at home with your child. We will 
focus on subtraction strategies in our next 

chapter.  
 


